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power had conquered China, every house was forced
to support a foreign soldier as its inspector. This
the people found intolerable and at last they made a
plot each to murder his soldier at the same time. The
sticky cake \fras prepared and offered to the soldiers,
whose mouths were stuck together. They could thus
make no noise when being murdered. This plot was
successfully carried out at the twenty-fourth of the
twelfth month. But the people at once realized the
danger of revenge by the spirits of the foreign soldiers.
Some sort of compromise was achieved by which from
that time on the spirits of the soldiers were to be
worshipped in the kitchen as the god of the household
and carry on their function of inspectors.

I was told this myth by only a few informants.
Most of the people do not know the origin of the god
and do not care very much about it. But the myth
actually reveals the attitude of the people towards the
supernatural inspector. It shows their unwillingness
to submit their personal freedom of action to the social
restriction which is imposed on them in society. This
is slightly different from ancestor worship, which
reflects the sentiments of attachment to dead ancestors.

Another god called luiwan is worshipped by a larger
territorial group which consists of about thirty houses.
This territorial group has a special term, de> meaning
segment. There are eleven segments in the village :

I. Ch'eng Kiohjyw  .        .               .4

II. Liang Kiohyu    ....    3

III.  Hsi Chang yu      .        .               ,2

IV.  Tan Chia Teng ....    2

Each segment has its own idol of the god. Every
year households of the same segment, each represented
by one member, male or female, will meet twice, in the